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Bellaire Citizens Vote Saturday, December 12

Voters in Bellaire will go to the faces James Jameson. « Pct. 128, Bellaire City Hall,  Pct. 268, ChristChurch Pres-didates the opportunity to present
polls on Saturday, Dec. 12,tovotein Early voting will take place 7008 S. Rice byterian, 4923 Bellaire Blvd. their views. The guide is produced
arunoff election for two city council through Dec. 8 at Bayland Park,on « Pct. 182, Horn Elementary  Call (713) 662-8222 for infor- as a public service and has not been
seats. Bissonnet between Hillcroft and School, 4535 Pine at Ave. B mation about voting locations.  underwritten by advertising.

Two candidates are vying forBeechnut.  Pct. 214, Southwest Presbyte- ooo Questions are listed above the
the position 3 seat: Corbett Daniel Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to rian Church, 6101 S. Rice To help voters make their deci-candidates’ edited answers. Full
Parker and Roseann Rogers. Intheé p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 12. e Pct. 215, Faith Lutheran sions, the Village News is provid-answers are available at
position 5 seat, Andrew Friedberg Bellaire voting locations are:  Church, 4600 Bellaire Blvd. ingthis election guide, offering can-www.village-southwest-news.com

Candidates Stake Out Positions as
Run-Off Looms for Bellaire Council Positions

By Zach Haverkamp
For Position 3 ' For Position 5
Corbett Parker Roseann Rogers Andrew Freidberg James Jameson

-

1.) What aspect of your background best 1.) What aspect of your background best 1.) What aspect of your background best 1.) What aspect of your background best
qualifies/prepares you for the council seat@ualifies/prepares you for the council seatqualifies/prepares you for the council seat@ualifies/prepares you for the council seat?
| am the only candidate in Position 3 race | understand Bellaire. | am invested in | am easily distinguished in this race by First of all, | think raising a family in
that is prepared to make well-informed deciand involved with the community, whethemy prior experience in Bellaire city govern-Bellaire has given me the advantage of hav-
sions on day one because | have already dotity sponsored events or initiatives, and ament. There can be no better preparation forg a unique perspective of the community
what other candidates says they will do hayaroud to call Bellaire home. As a wife,serving on City Council than to have beeas awhole and the issues facing city council.

listened. | have constantly done the littlenother, taxpayer and a successful busineswolved in the public process before decidHaving lived in Bellaire for over 20 years,
things necessary while seeking to gain deader, | have relevant skills for the job. In 14hg to run for office. Through my experienceand being an active, engaged volunteer in a
expert knowledge in the areas residents haplus years as an area resident, | have workad a planning and zoning commissioner, iumber of organizations, | know the people
told me the city can improve. | not only haveén multiple capacities in the local mediahave developed an intimate understandingf Bellaire and what their priorities and
first-hand historical knowledge of the issueglong with many charitable and public seref how our city government works and howvalues are.

the city faces today from growing up invice endeavors. to be effective within it. | have beendirectly Secondly, my professional background
Bellaire, but | have treated my preparationto Currently, as the Regional Sales anthvolved in debating and voting on a numbereflects a proven record of accomplishment
lead like a full-time job. | block walked the Marketing Director for Houston’s Channelof important policy issues, participated irin the legal arena and the business world. |
majority of Bellaire hearing residents’ con-55 (KTBU-TV), | serve as a leader on theountless public hearings, and | even chairdtave a unique skill set that | would bring to
cerns, regularly attended city council & comstation’s management team. Working with a committee to amend one of our zoningity council that is based on a solid legal
mittee meetings, participated in a police ridenulti-million dollar sales marketing and pro-ordinances and successfully ushered the preducation and business experience. | am the
around, and met with over 100 communitynotion budget helps me fully understand thposal through the process to adoption by citynly candidate that has actually started a
leaders. | am the only candidate to publishfinancial aspects and responsibilities of ourouncil. There is a substantial learning curvieusiness and a law firm from the ground up;
comprehensive policy paper which demonewn city. | set goals and objectives, as weilh local government, and with all of thethat knows the impact city government can
strates my understanding of the issues ald implement staff changes and manageportant issues commanding our attentiohave on the business community. | am the
taken positions that residents can hold mgrowth and structures. | supervise seniawe cannot afford to waste time waiting foronly candidate that has actually been respon-
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accountable to. Additionally, my leadingaccount executives, assistants and sales sopf newly elected councilmen to catch upsible for developing business strategies while
from an early age, and professional angort staff; | am responsible for generatingsiven my significant experience and provemeeting the challenges of making a payroll
educational background has equipped me mew business and create new advertisiritack record, | am ready to hit the groun@very month. | am the only candidate that is
ask good questions, acutely analyze mutampaigns for station, on air and on line useunning from my very first day in office.  responsible for working within a budget and
tiple alternatives, and effective workthrough  This further reinforces my communica- 2.) What would you do to cut Bellaire’sestablishing priorities and accomplishing
conflict and with a variety of people. tion capabilities to work with others on im-costs and increase its revenue? goals. | am the only candidate that is trained

2.) What would you do to cut Bellaire’sportant issues and accomplish tasks in a Inlean economic times the city’s pocketas a professional mediator to assist people in
costs and increase its revenue? timely manner. | am confident my back-ook should be managed just like our indifinding common ground in resolving their

| have met with [the] mayor, city man-ground, skills and perspectives best prepargslual pocketbooks: we must work togethedisputes.
ager, and library/police/asst. police/fireme to represent Bellaire. to limit nonessential spending, improve effi-  2.) What would you do to cut Bellaire's
parks/recreation directors directly discuss- 2.) What would you do to cut Bellaire’sciency and seek cost savings to maximize tlwsts and increase its revenue?
ing the 2010 budget and contingency plareosts and increase its revenue? value of every city dollar. In addition to  This question is premised, in part, on an
ning if budget shortfalls occur. | have accu- |am prepared to work with the mayor anaarefully prioritizing and cutting back on ouractual need to increase city revenue, which |
mulated the knowledge and have built theouncil with all of our available tools to bespending, in the current economic situatiodo not believe is necessary. Given the cur-
relationships with city staff necessary tdhe best stewards for our city during times dhere are lots of deals to be had as we movent property tax rate, Bellaire’s city rev-
make the hard budget choices if economsuccess and challenge. Having an extensif@ward with some of our projects. Forenues have actually increased consistently
requires it. business and marketing background, | hawexample, civil construction and engineeringver the years due in large part to the in-

City department directors were requiredhe resources, knowledge and expertise foms are eager to get new contracts ancteased values of real estate. The current
to reduce their 2010 budget by 10 percentanage budgets and execute strategic plansarket rates have dropped. | therefore supevenue stream has been sufficient to fund
but if necessary | will make additional ex-Bellaire has great resources and providgmrt accelerating our timetable for [the] Reeur essential city services that the commu-
pense cuts by further reducing or delayingxcellent services. Whether it's the parkbuild Bellaire street and drainage projectaity has come to expect. City council has
funding for certain wants and non-essenti@nd pools or police and fire, we must congpaid for through bond issuances and natone an excellent job of keeping the tax rate
needs. Bellaire is a service organizatiortinue to maintain those resources and sdncreased taxes) to take advantage of thelwsv and has consistently decreased the rate.
with over 76 percent of our General Fundices and ensure an appropriate level déwer rates. Inthe long-term, it is essentialhat is why | would oppose any tax rate
dollars going to people between salaries arfdnding without burdening our citizens.  that we increase city revenues, not by irincrease to fund the current level of city
benefits. Before we lay anyone off, we must With that said, we have to look beyondreasing our tax rate, but by growing our tagervices. Based on these assumptions, | don’t
make sure we are as efficient and accourtur current tax policy to provide that fundbase. A cornerstone of my campaign isee a need for a major shift in course or
able as we can be. Although reducing citing. We must maintain a broad tax basdpstering appropriate redevelopment of oureordering of spending priorities.
staff is not popular, further weakening of thencourage business development and seakmmercial areas, which in addition to other | do support city tax incentive policies
economy could make it necessary for courfuinding from other resources - state anbenefits, will provide a much-needed booghat would encourage small businesses to
cil to make the tough choice of reducing thiederal monies, grants and private sectdo our commercial tax base, thereby increasaove to Bellaire, which in turn would in-

large part of city expenditures in a way thafunds. ing revenues while easing the disproportiorerease the sales tax revenue.

least affects the provisions of essential ser- 3.) What would you do with respect toate burden on homeowners. If the property values decrease, resulting

vices, health and safety. city infrastructure? 3.) What would you do with respect toin a loss of revenue for the city, the council
I will supportthe implementation of com- | believe in the quality of life for all city infrastructure? would be faced with making some cuts in the

prehensive plan to achieve its goal of spurmitizens of Bellaire. (We should do) anything Highest priority must continue to go tobudget. The city operates like a family
ing commercial development that increasese can...as a council to maximize a healthgur ongoing drainage projects; the City idudget, if there is not sufficient money com-
the city is revenue. balance between what is best for Bellairdoing a good job but there is still much worling in, something has to be deferred or cutin
3.) What would you do with respect tofinancially and what's best for Bellaire resi-to be done. In conjunction with these drainerder to provide the essential needs of the
city infrastructure? dents. | plan on working with current councilage projects, street reconstruction is an incommunity. The largest budget item for the
Please see my full discussion of recerin maintaining that balance through my cargsortant area for improvement. As notedity is personnel. It might be necessary to
infrastructure improvements and those téul stewardship. above, | support accelerating Rebuildmplement a hiring freeze and defer the
come in my policy paper available at 4.) What do you propose for the redevelBellaire. In the near term, we must continueeplacement of city employees that may be
www.corbettparker.com/issues.pdf. Thankepment of Bellaire’s commercial areas? to address our infrastructure needs in ordet retirement age or have resigned.
to the persistence and hard work of former Our commercial areas are important tof priority and urgency while maintaining | would also support an audit or review of
opponent Richard Franke, the issue of inthe growth and future of our city. We have téhe infrastructure we've got, all with dueevery city department and contractor to en-
proving our infrastructure has received mucbreate more reasons for businesses to flowttention to the current economic situatiorsure that the city is maximizing the value for
needed attention. ish and businesses to move into our areadnl the long term, we will need to exploreeach dollar spent. Our competitive bid pro-
4.) What do you propose for the redevelwould like to see balanced business developpportunities for funding more compreheneess should be examined to ensure that our
opment of Bellaire’s commercial areas? ment that would bring revenue to our citysive street reconstruction projects. city contractors are working at current, com-
Once again, | am the only candidate imithout negatively impacting our residential  4.) What do you propose for the redevelpetitive, market prices.
race to discuss this multiple times with curareas that make Bellaire so unique. We ne@gpment of Bellaire’s commercial areas? 3.) What would you do with respect to
rent and former planning and zoning comto ensure Bellaire remains vibrant and rel- Commercial redevelopment is one of theity infrastructure?
mission chairs, as well as the city’s chieévant. In order to do this we have to helgkey issues of my campaign. Through careful | supported the city bond program that
engineering consultant, notto mention TONEirst, as consumers we must support oglanning with appropriate buffers to protectvas passed by the voters afew years ago. We
of residents. local businesses, whether restaurants atfte residential integrity of nearby neighborare completing the first phase of a three
5.) What do you propose for the redevelgrocery stores or boutiques and banks. Sdwods, thoughtful commercial redevelopphase program thatis designed to rebuild our
opment of Bellaire’s commercial areas? ond, each of us must, in our own way, servaent will enhance the quality of life in ourstreets and address the drainage problems
| am a strong proponent of redevelopings marketer to encourage businesses to set@ty of Homes.” | envision a pedestrian-that have been a problem for many years. |
downtown Bellaire, but will be adamant thabur city. Third, we must maintain a balancériendly retail and dining destination -bothalso support the construction of the fire sta-
actionable steps taken to implement angetween broadening the tax base and mainpscale and reflective of our communitytion and police /courthouse. Progress seems
plan will build consensus amongst [the] comtaining Bellaire’s sense of character andharacter, with expanded green space atwibe slow, but we will eventually enjoy the
munity, enrich the residential quality of lifecharm. improved traffic circulation and accessibil-benefits of this long term planning.
(not deplete our close-knit community feel) 5.) The condition of the Evergreen Parlity. Our new and improved downtown, that In addition to the rebuilding of our streets
while also reducing our residential tax burpool/bathhouse has been a hot-button issbeth attracts new businesses and gives oamd drainage issue, we are facing an aging
den by increasing the commercial tax baséor council in recent meetings. What is youexisting business a nicer home, will serve agaste water treatment facility. We need to
Many longtime Bellaire business ownerstance on the facilities? What other prioritiea focal point for our community and enhancearefully examine and budget the for the
effected by proposed development are sugde you see for the Parks and Recreatiaur identity as a city. To accomplish theseenovation or possible replacement of that
porting [me] and trust me to improve thisDepartment? goals, we must be prepared to work witffacility.
area in a way [that] stays true to Bellaire. | It'simportant to hear all sides of the issueitizens, property owners and developers to An important part of the city infrastruc-
am a proponent of having a town square that hand. | support anything that will enhancensure that our vision is fully realized andure is our parks and green space. | would
will serve as a central meeting place, ineurresident’s property value. Evergreen Pottat the end result is what our communitgupport the expansion of park space as it
crease the quality of commercial services social environment open to all of ouwants. becomes available and the preservation of
available to residents, and provide life cycleitizens, whether toddlers attending swim 5.) The condition of the Evergreen Parlour trees.
housing for younger families and maturdessons or our retirees using the lap pool. Itfgool/bathhouse has been a hot-button issue During a slow economy, it is tempting to
residents wanting a scaled down presencernmaintaining a good quality of life for ourfor council in recent meetings. What is youcut back on maintenance of our facilities and
Bellaire with less upkeep and tax burden. ditizens. stance on the facilities? What other prioritiesfrastructure, which proves only more ex-
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am not a proponent of having zoning that | support our neighborhood parks ando you see for the Parks and Recreatigrensive in the long run. Therefore, we must
permits multi-unit developments that go ovebelieve it is truly important in Department? continue the budget for maintenance of our
a couple stories, or allows for less desirable providing the proper maintenance and | support the recent vote of council ininfrastructure and implementing long term
commercial activities. | am a strong propoeare for our park systems. The Parks arfdvor of rehabilitating the Evergreen Pootost saving measures.
nent that it be designed with softscape th@&ecreation Department has done an excdlathhouses. Bellaire is a first-class city and 4.) What do you propose for the redevel-
blends the commercial area into the resideifent job in creating recreational areas thate should have first-class facilities. Theopment of Bellaire’s commercial areas?
tial neighborhood, and have had discussior®ntinue to enhance our property value areiirrent condition is, frankly, embarrassing. As a member of the Citizens Advisory
with business owners in favor ofimplementare a place for all ages to enjoy. Prioritie$he Evergreen Pool complex is animportar@ommittee for the Comprehensive Plan, |
ing a commercial landscape ordinancealso need to include more community inaspect of the quality of life for many of ourfully support the goals of the plan and the
Bellaire need more public space for commuyolvement and support as well as marketingsidents and we need to ensure that it iimplementation that is outlined in the com-
nity events and this is a great place to conhe park systems to those who live outsidgroperly maintained to provide a safe, sanprehensive plan. However, the actual rede-
sider it. our city. This can also include residenttary and enjoyable facility. While we can beselopment of the commercial area should be
Since the city does not own much of thgarticipating in new activities. For exampleproud of our new aquatics center at Bellairdriven by market forces, with the city pro-
property (outside of easements), the citg “Picnic Day” or a “Play date with Dad Town Square, we must not allow our existviding incentives for development that is
must lead the conversation (as a facilitatopay.” ing facilities to fall by the wayside. More-consistent with the comprehensive plan. The
through zoning changes and other incentives 6.) From your point of view, is thereover, just as with the aquatics center, theity should not use tax dollars for develop-
that increase the property owners’ return oanything the new council needs to do differEvergreen Pool was the result of a lot ofnent of commercial enterprises.
equity, particularly with property ownersently from the old council? citizen effort, and we must again come to- An excellent model for the type of rede-
living outside Bellaire with no emotional | feel Bellaire would benefit from a freshgether to save it. velopment which | support is evident with
connection to it. | will be hesitant to supporperceptive onthe bestways to market Bellaire As for other priorities for Parks and Recthe Sugarland town square. That type of
economic incentives that highly advantageoth internally and externally. One way ofeation, and for that matter all city departpedestrian friendly, mixed use development
new money over the long-time businessasxecuting this is if there are city or commuments, we must continue to focus on beinig very attractive in Bellaire, so long as the
that keep Bellaire is small town feel anchity activities; make the public aware ofaccessible to citizens and responsive to theirarket will support that type of develop-
continue to be cornerstones of our greathere council members will be present. Thiseeds. This is particularly so as we worknent.
residential community. will give residents the opportunity to talk tothrough budgetary constraints while striving  5.) The condition of the Evergreen Park
5.) The condition of the Evergreen Parknembers of council in a less formal settingo maintain a high level of quality servicespool/bathhouse has been a hot-button issue
pool/bathhouse has been a hot-button issites important to continually be in touch with ~ 6.) From your point of view, is therefor council in recent meetings. What is your
for council in recent meetings. What is youthe residents of Bellaire. | proud of where mgnything the new council needs to do differstance on the facilities? What other priorities
stance on the facilities? What other prioritiegamily and | have chosen to live and want tently from the old council? do you see for the Parks and Recreation
do you see for the Parks and Recreatidnwant give back and serve my community. Given that there will be three new face®epartment?
Department? 7.) Finally, if you could accomplish juston Council this year, the new council will | am concerned that the issue with the
I am the only candidate in the race to havene thing as council member, what wouldecessarily be different from the old councilEvergreen Pool may be a symptom of two
met with the director of the Parks and Recrehat be? The influx of new ideas and perspectives islarger issues in our community that needs to
ation Department twice on this issue. | have | believe maintaining a safe environmengood thing, butitis now more importanttharbe addressed: (i) the needs of our senior
also met with numerous effected resident®r all of our citizens is top priority. Whetherever that we elect the most experienced awitizens and (i) routine maintenance of our
and twice made public comments at councit is with our fire, police or medical servicespest prepared candidates who have demdiacilities.
meetings supporting the upgrades to bathve have to ensure our services are accessibteated their readiness to lead from day one. The centerpiece of the Evergreen Pool is
houses and keeping the therapy pool opers well as maintain high standards. Good One thing | believe the new council shouldhe therapy pool that was first envisioned by
during the winter months. roads, sidewalks and sewage systems ate differently from the old is to strive for a number of community leaders. Through a
[Interms of Parks and Receation overall jmportant to keep all who live and work inbetter coordination with and among the varidetermined fundraising effort, the therapy
| have met with leaders of Bellaire Littleour city safe. We also need to maintain anus city boards and commissions. Particyool was constructed. It has recently been
League and the parks director about findingffective and regionally integrated emerlarly as we set out to implement the newhe subject of possible budget cutbacks due
a solution to the provision of playing fieldsgency preparedness plan well in advance 6omprehensive Plan, we will need to coorto perceived low usage. However, the same
while and after Horn Elementary is reconeur next crisis. dinate their efforts in working towards ourcriteria has not been the subject of the Aquat-
structed. | will also look into the feasibility of  Bellaire faces challenges with respect toommon goal. We will also need substantiats Center usage, which usage has fallen fall
reinstituting the city’s junior teen board thagrowth that affect its residents. | pledge toitizeninput, and all council members shoulghort of expectations.
I was a part of in high school, which not onlystudy the issues transparently and seek inmétek to engage the public as we move for- Some discussion has been made of search-

develops future leaders, but gives the cityot only of the “experts,” but also my fellowward with important decisions. ing for ways to encourage our seniors to use
valuable insight into the needs and thoughtstizens. 7.) Finally, if you could accomplish justthe Aquatics Center. This has been perceived
of the generation that the parks department one thing as council member, what woulés a prelude to closing or limiting the opera-
provides multiple programs to. | will also that be? tions of the Evergreenfacilities. Thisis clearly
continue to work towards capitalizing on I’'m proud of what we've accomplished inthe wrong approach. The city needs to guard
opportunities for additional park acquisi- A | 4 recent years on the Planning & Zoning Comagainst ignoring or discounting the needs of
tions. mission and I'm passionate about seeing oour seniors.

6.) From your point of view, is there work on the Comprehensive Plan throughto | am also concerned that the Evergreen
anything the new council needs to do differ- implementation. Given my background andacilities have fallen into such a shabby state
ently from the old council? experience, | am uniquely qualified to takef disrepair. The maintenance of the facility,

The new Council needs to lead the way in the lead on these initiatives. But | want tas well as the Rec. Center, is simply unac-
utilizing 21st century technology (social net- emphasize that the adoption of the plan iseptable and needs to be improved. The
working, Facebook, Twitter) to better com- only the beginning of the process. There afacilities are too often unclean as a result of
municate to and invite comments from its a lot of details still to be worked out in thebeing ignored. We need to do a better job of
residents. Council members’ listening should coming years as we revisit our zoning ordiensuring our facilities are properly main-
go beyond their activities while campaign- nances and make changes to implement tteined and clean for the public on a daily
ing or public comments. Council must illus- plan, and | hope we will have active citizerbasis.
trate they have not only listened but also input in that process. | fully support the reconstruction and
deliberated on requests from Bellaire’s resi- If I could accomplish just one thing as anaintenance of the Evergreen Pool to ac-
dents. The easier it is for residents to remain council member, it would be to facilitatecommodate the citizenry and oppose any
informed and the more they feel they are implementation of the Comprehensive Plasfforts to cut back the facilities or the opera-
listened to, the more they will engage and with maximum public involvement and dia-tions. Perhaps additional revenue for the
work alongside city leaders to implement logue. operations can be generated by leasing the
improvements. A facility to private swim clubs or teams. | also

Many department heads | discussed this support the expansion of the Evergreen Park
with are interested in regularly providing in the event the water tower and facilities are
short updates on city operations, and the relocated.

Library Director is excited about the possi- Overall, the Parks and Recreation De-

bility of providing classes for those wanting partment [is] excellent and provide[s] great
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to learn about newer communication plat-
forms.

7.) Finally, if you could accomplish just
one thing as council member, what would
that be?

Bellaire must have a budget that is toler-
able for our city is financial security. My
main focus will be to help manage the city is
budget in a fiscally responsible way during
the current downturn while continuing to:

1) Keep the city in a position to immedi-
ately respond to disasters like Hurricane lke,

2) Maintain the city is provision of essen-
tial services Bellaire residents expect,

3) Provide capital improvements neces-
sary to protect city is asset values, guaranty
health & safety,and meet future needs, and

4) Ensure public safety departments have
the resources they need to continue provid-
ing the superb services the Bellaire commu-
nity enjoys.

A

programs to the city; especially the summer
camp programs and sports teams. The Parks
and Recreation Deptartment needs to con-
tinue to expand the summer camp programs
and ways in which the Aquatics Center can
sustain itself.

6.) From your point of view, is there
anything the new council needs to do differ-
ently from the old council?

The new council needs to make sure that
we can build on the successful policies of the
past but also remember the lessons of the
past. The focus should always be on what is
best for the community and not be concerned
with who gets credit for any issue or pro-
gram. Rigid political doctrine or personal
agendas can really be an impediment to
getting things done on city council.

The council's role is not to micro-manage
the city operations. We have an excellent
city manager and should support him and the
staff that is responsible for the daily opera-
tions of the city. The proper role of city
council is to set policy for the city and ensure
thatitis carried out. City council should hold
staff accountable and ask hard questions, but
not manage the daily city operations. City
council needs to listen and educate the citi-
zens about decisions and issues. Encourage
more involvement from the citizenry, but
perhaps in different forums. | would encour-
age my colleagues to hold informal, town
hall type meetings at the area schools or
churchestodiscusstheissues. Itreally seems
difficult to have an open forum for informal
discussion at city hall during council meet-
ings.

7.) Finally, if you could accomplish just
one thing as council member, what would
that be?

My wife and | moved to Bellaire over 20
years ago, because of the reputation and
tradition of excellence in city services and
police protection. At the end of my tenure, |
would consider it a great accomplishment to
know that the city's reputation for excel-
lence has been preserved and strengthened.

Don't Forget to Vote!
Bellaire’s Runoff
Election Is Saturday,
December 12



